[Sensorimotor reactivity (acoustic startle response) in rats with experimental depressive syndrome].
Alterations of the sensorimotor responses in Wistar rats with experimental dopamine deficit-dependent depressive syndrome induced by neurotoxin 1-methyl-4-phenyl-1,2,3,6-tetrahydropyridine were measured by acoustic startle. In rats with innate high level of anxiety the development of behavioral depression was accompanied by the decrease in startle amplitude. In rats with innate low level of anxiety the decrease in startle amplitude did not reach the statistical significance. Correlation between the anxiety-phobic level and the expression of behavioral depression was not revealed. Independently of the initial anxiety-phobic level, in rats with depressive syndrome at the stage of behavioral rehabilitation after the neurotoxin withdrawal the prepulse inhibition of the acoustic startle was decreased as compared to control animals. It is suggested that the decrease in startle amplitude and, to a greater extent, the decrease in prepulse inhibition may characterize the development of dopamine deficit-dependent states.